On Finding the Will of God

“Wherein he hath abounded toward usin al wisdom and prudence; Having made known unto usthe
mystery of Hiswill, according to His good pleasure which He hath purposed in Himself” Eph. 1:9.
Being predestinated according to the purpose of Himwho worketh all things after the counsel of His
own Wll;” Eph. 1:11.

In attempting to approach this matter, | am reminded of another which bears adegree of similarity.
We often sing a favorite old hymn, “Standing On the Promises.” A common phrase among
churchmen: “1 believethe promisesof God!” Whilethisisnot incorrect, let uscarry it astep further:
| not only believe the ‘promises of God;’ | believe the God who made the promises! It is true: a
promise madeis only as good as the one who made the promise. Each of us has surely known those
who faithfully made promise to us; and no sooner did the words fall from their lips, that we knew
it would be a promise that would never be kept. What isto be the object of our Faith? Shall it not
be the Eterna God, the Faithful One (For Heis Faithful that promised) “What saith the scripture?
Abraham believed God, and it was accounted unto him for righteousness’ Rom. 4:3. Paul, while
enroute to Rome, was faced with what appeared to be probable shipwreck: he called to the others
on board: “Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for | believe God, that it shall be even asit was told
me” Acts 27:25.

By the same token, if one would truly desire to know the will of God, he need first, know the God
of the will. Many young Christians are urged to “find the will of God for your life,” and are left to
struggle; desiring to comply; yet feeling themselves unable to accomplish the goal set before them.
And rightly so: for there are Divine precepts to which one ought to adhere: further, there should
devel op understanding and discernment which stems from the presence of the Spirit of Truth, your
faithful guide and tutor.

Let us examine the life of young Samuel, observing how the Lord set in order His Divine purpose
for Samuel’ slife and how he cameto ‘know the will of God.’

| Samuel chapter one begins “Now there was a certain man. . . his name was Elkanah. . .he had two
wives: Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. And this man
went up out of his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice unto the Lord of Hosts in Shiloh” (from
verses 1-3). “For he loved Hannah: but the Lord had shut up her womb. And her adversary also
provoked her sore, for to make her fret, because the Lord had shut up her womb” | Sam. 1.5,6.

In those days any affliction (being childless was so considered) was presumed a curse or an act of
judgment and punishment from God. Even Jesus' disciples believed thisto be true: “And as Jesus
passed by, He saw a man which was blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying,
Master, who did sin, this man or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, neither hath
this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the Works of God should be made manifest in him” John
9:1-3.

And thisis the Truth concerning Hannah: that God had deliberately and on purpose shut up her



womb; “that the Works of God should be made manifest in her!”

Hannah went to the temple: “And she vowed avow and said, O Lord of Hosts, if thou wilt indeed
look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but will
give unto thy handmaid aman child, thenwill | give him unto the Lord all thedaysof hislife” | Sam.
1:11. And the scripture declares that “she went her way, and did eat, and her countenance was no
more sad.”

The scripturesthat follow tell usthat the Lord did indeed, “remember Hannah,” that she conceived
and brought forth her first born son and called his name Samuel; (asked of God.)

We're talking about ‘finding’ the will of God. The general consensusiis that “The will of God for
my lifeis going to be bitter medicine. | know | am to look for it, but | almost dread finding it. | just
know it’s going to be something that | don’t want to do!”

In agreement with God

It was God'’ s Divine Purpose to raise up a man whom He would *establish’ to be a‘ prophet of the
Lord,” | Sam. 3:20, a ‘faithful priest,; | Sam. 2:35, a ‘judge,’ | Sam.7:15. As Sovereign God, he
determined to employ Hannah as His means to beget this son. By shutting up her womb the Lord
caused Hannah to bein need; that is, he purposely made aneed in her life, that she might call upon
Him to supply the need, that He might meet that need! Thisis beautiful! What was God’ s will for
her life? To bring forth unto Him a son for His Purpose and for his Glory! What was the greatest
desirein Hannah' slife, thelonging of her heart? To bear aman child, who shewould willingly give
unto the Lord! See then that the Lord was working in Hannah to perform his Perfect Will through
her: that it was in no way contrary to her will, but the absolute desire of her heart!

Not only that but the Lord “is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that WORKETH IN US!” Eph. 3:20. Not only did the Lord give Hannah one
man child, but three sons and two daughters! (Is not this yet another excellent example of * sowing
and reaping’ as we have attempted to make known in a previous article of the same title?)

May | speak from personal acquaintance with another Hannah; perhaps | should call her Johannah!
From all appearances, God had shut up her womb. He purposed aneed in her life. He met her need.
When conception was deemed impossi bl e, she submitted herself to God and desired to adopt achild:
hegloriously blessed her withtwo! ThentheLord did exceeding, abundantly, and ‘ remembered’ her:
Hehonored her first desire: she brought forth her “first born” child! Aswith Hannah, God had (has)
aPlan for her life: He that had begun a good work in her was continuing to perform that work. See
again: what she desperately wanted in her life, was what God wanted for her life!

Train up a child in the way he should go. . .

We shall return to the subject of Finding the will of God but for the moment it is needful that we
attempt to lay afoundation upon which to build. We said earlier that one who would seek the will
of God ought first seek the God of the will: that thereis aDivine Order; and that being intimately
related to the issue of Spiritual Growth. From the record given us of the life of Samuel we shall



endeavor to show theinterweaving of thetwo. May the Holy Spirit ‘guideusinto al Truth:” may we
have sheep sense that we might be attentive and willing followers.

After the birth of Samuel the time camefor the family to go up; to offer the yearly sacrifice unto the
Lord. “But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, | will not go up until the child be
weaned, and then | will bring him, that he may appear before the Lord, and there abide forever”
(1:22). Her husband laid the matter into her hands, yet offering aprayer: “only the Lord establish his
Word.” That is, that God would protect and sustain Hannah and her child; that He might bring to
pass the covenant that He had established; that the child might be given by Hannah and received of
the Lord.

Samuel would ‘minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest’ 2:11, but now heisanew born infant:
he must first be ministered to himself! “ As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that
ye may grow thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious’ | Peter 2:2,3.

El Shaddai

In Genesis chapter 17 we aretold of the *birth’ of Abraham: actually it is the changing of his name
from Abram to Abraham by the Lord. The same happened to Jacob whom He called Isradl; the
former names being identified with that of the flesh; the latter, with that of the spirit. Though
Abraham was 99 years old, yet in many wayswas he a‘babe’ inthe Lord. Itisat thistimethat God
choseto reveal Himself to the patriarch as El Shaddai, El signifying the Strong One: Shaddai, we
are told, speaks of Him as “the breasted:” that is, when we read the scripture, “But my God shall
supply al your need” Philippians 4:19, Heisto be regarded in the sense as would be a mother with
her newborn: he is both Provider and Provision, Supplier and Supply. From Him his ‘ newborn’
receives strength; for He is Nourisher and Nourishment. By the New Birth, we are ‘delivered,” we
are ‘brought forth’ from Him: from thence he begins to pour himself back into us. Taking note of
what hasbeen said, et uslook onceagain at | Peter chapter two, versestwo and three: “ Asnewborn
babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby: if so be ye havetasted that the
Lordisgracious.” Noticethat the ‘babe’ has‘tasted’ that the Lord isgracious, but heisyet far from
knowingthe*fullness that isto befoundin Him. As God has made provision for theinfant believer
togrow, itisneedful that thebeliever avail himself of that provision; that he may “ grow in graceand
in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” 1l Peter 3:18.

At birth, mother and child doubtless go through a harrowing experience, but soon the little oneis
safely nestled in her arms: warmth and love cause the sorrows to fade away and the flower of Joy
blooms and is visible upon her face. Likewise was the New Birth graphically painful to the Savior
and the new born may likely have ‘cried out’ amidst his ‘dédlivery.” But the good Shepherd “ shall
gather the lambs with His arms and carry them in His bosom” Isa. 40:11. The infant can not yet
apprehend nor discern in this strange new world, but he is aware of a Presence, heiswarmly drawn
to the one who bore him. Likewise, that one who has been quickened by the Holy Spirit is made
aware of the Living Christ: and he is overcome with the feeling of joy! But that’s okay! If you'rea
new babe in Christ, go ahead, enjoy being saved!

The new born will begin to hear the voice of a parent from day one: but he will understand little. It



isnot that his brain is not developed; his body isfully formed; it just needsto grow! Did you study
alanguage in high school or college? Did you find it difficult? Try being a two year old who is
attempting to learn hisfirst language! Do not under estimate the capacity of that little one! Oh babe
in Christ, drink you of the Milk of the Word of God! Does not your Heavenly Father speak often to
you; though you may not as yet understand His words, believe that you shall!

A word of caution: let usnot so soon attempt to thrust the young believer into thetempleto ‘ minister
beforetheLord:” Samuel must first be nourished before he entersinto the ministry. Even Saul (Paul,
his spiritual name) being a“Pharisee of the Pharisees,” aman learned in the oracles of the law, as
yet, knew not the Lord: he went into Arabiafor the space of three years. His testimony: “He called
me by his Grace, to reveal His Sonin me, that | might preach Him among the heathen. Immediately
| conferred not with flesh and blood. . .” Gal. 1:16. On the road to Damascus Paul was uniquely
addressed by the V oice of God, whereupon hecried, “Who art Thou, Lord?’ He, though being well-
versed in the scriptures, had to begin where we did: asababein Christ, who must drink of the Milk

of the Word of God, that he might ‘grow thereby.’
And the child did minister

Samuel entered into the priesthood at an extremely early age; his presence there was amidst the
wickedness of Eli’s sons, who by their greed desecrated the offeringsto the Lord. Y et these things
are said about Samuel: “ And the child did minister unto the Lord before Eli the priest” | Sam. 2:11.
“But Samuel ministered beforetheLord, beingachild, girded with alinen ephod” [priestly garment]
2:19. “And the child Samuel grew on, and was in favour both with the Lord, and also with men.”
2:26. “And the child Samuel ministered unto the Lord before Eli. And the word of the Lord was
precious in those days; there was no open vision.” 3:1.

May we pause here to make note of another, a greater than Samuel, whose conception was
accomplished by the Holy Spirit. His coming was at atime when there was no open vision, the 400
‘slent years:’” Heas Samuel, was‘ brought to thetemple,” along with asacrifice; placed into thearms
of the priest; who inturn *blessed God' as did Eli. Of this Child it issaid, “And Jesusincreased in
wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man” Luke chapter 2. Thisisprecisely what issaid
about Samuel in 2:26! If Samuel is found ministering unto the Lord in the temple at an early age,
shall we not likewise find Jesus “being about His Father’ s business,” ministering unto the Lord in
the temple, and at the young age of twelve?

Samuel was raised up, ‘established’ to be a‘prophet of the Lord’ | Sam. 3:20. He was a ‘faithful
priest’ | Sam 2:35. Hewas the ‘last of the Judges' | Sam. 7:15. But Samuel never assumed therole
of king. God wasKing, Hisrule being that of aTheocracy. But Israel did not want aTheocracy. They
were convinced that all of their problems stemmed from not having a king, a monarch as other
nations. Y et when the Invisible God was made visible they “received Him not.”

When Christ returns, Hewill ruleasaMonarch, yet will HisrulebeaTheocracy. Heisthelnvisible
God made Visible.

At the beginning of chapter three we find the beginning of the end; that is, of the earthly priesthood



of men: “Eli waslaid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax dim. . .and ere the lamp of God
went out in thetemple of God. . .that the Lord called Samuel.” May we not again plainly seethe Lord
Jesus portrayed here? In Hebrews 8:13 we aretold: “In that he saith, A new covenant, he hath made
thefirst old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.”

Seeing Himwho isinvisible

Remember the account given. The Lord caled Samuel; he be-lieved the voice to be that of Eli the
priest; herespondedto thecall. Eli denied that he called; hewas sent back to bed: the Lord continued
to call. Eli discerned that God has broken His silence; it isHewho called Samuel. Natice, it is not
adream through which he received the call: “ And the Lord came, and stood, and called as at other
times. . ." (aTheophany or Christophany: a manifestation, appearance of God to man).

But why did Samuel not recognize; why did he not know the voice of God? Previousto this, inverse
seven we are told, “Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet
revealed to him.” Thisisamazing! Samuel has been ‘ ministering unto the Lord’ before Eli; he has
‘grown,’ yet are we now astounded by the statement laid before us! But should we not aso be
astonished by the cry of that old soldier of the Cross, the apostle Paul: “That | may know Him. . .1
follow after, that | may apprehend. . . reaching forth unto those things which are before, | press
toward the mark of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus’ Phil. 3.

May we repeat once again that which was said earlier: if one would ‘ seek to know the will of God’
let him seek first to know the *God of the will!’

Soeak Lord: for thy servant heareth

Let uscarefully examine the versesthat follow. In verse eight Eli perceived that the Lord had called
the child; “Therefore Eli said unto Samuel, Go, lie down: and it shall be, if he shall call thee, that
thou shalt say, Speak, Lord; for thy servant heareth.” Samuel, as always, willingly heeded and
obeyed the instruction offered him by Eli. Sure enough, the Lord called again: “ Samuel, Samuel.”
“Then Samuel answered, Speak; for thy servant heareth” 3:10. Apparently, Samuel, asyet, hesitates
in addressing Him as ‘Lord,” for he “did not yet know the Lord, neither was the Word of the Lord
yet revealed unto him.”

Samuel has ‘desired the sincere milk of the Word;' he has ‘grown thereby,” he has *tasted that the
Lord isgracious.” He has been faithful and obedient in the Light that he has thusfar received. Now
doeshereceivehonor from God: heis*caled.” TheLord now revealsHimself, hemakesknownHis
Word. First, the Will of God concerning the house of Eli: the ending of his priesthood forever.
Samuel ishonest and truthful with Eli: “ And Samuel told him every whit, and hid nothing from him”
vs. 18.

“And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with him, and did let none of hiswords fall to the ground”
3:19. “And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh: for the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel. . .by the
Word of the Lord” 3:21.

“And all Israd. . . knew that Samuel was established to be a prophet of the Lord” 3:20.



Nothing had been said about Samud * finding thewill of God for hislife;” yet God' sDivine Purpose
was so evident that al Israel knew!

Growing in Christ

“ As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby. If so be ye have
tasted that the Lord isgracious’ | Peter 2:2,3. Yealso, aslively stones, are built up aspiritual house,
an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ” | Peter 2:5.
(Compare this verse with Rom. 12:1)

Young Samuel’s life: from ‘babe’ to ‘priest.” God is Provider and Provision, Nourisher and
Nourishment: He pours Himself into usthat we might grow; that we might pour oursel ves back into
Him - in worship, in praise, in adoration, in submission, in willing obedience.

“Being confident of this one thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you, will perform it.
. .for we are His Workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.” Eph.2:10.

Following The Shepherd

If one would sincerely desireto find the will of God for hislife, et him acknowledge hisinability
to rightly choose the way for hislife: let him confess ‘| AM’ to be the ‘Way.” In John chapter 10
Jesus reveals Himself as the Shepherd of the sheep: “and the sheep hear His voice: and He calleth
his own sheep by name, and |eadeth them out. He goeth befor e them, and the sheep follow Him: for
they know hisvoice.” The Greek word used hereis phone: atone, noise, sound. A sheep obviously
cannot understand language, but may, as would a domestic pet, recognize and respond to its name.

“The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.” “But my God shall supply all your need according to
Hisrichesin glory by Christ Jesus’ Phil. 4:19.

“He maketh meto lie down in green pastures.” The Good Shepherd calls our name; He draws usto
Himself; He leads us to green pastures where we may receive nourishment; we lie down in green
pastures: not that we are forced to do so; rather that we are satisfied! If Heisthe Bread of life, isHe
not also our Pasture! ?!

Again, “He leadeth me beside still waters;” “He leadeth me in the paths of Righteousness for His
name' s sake.” “ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me. . .” Blessed traveling companions!

May the Light of Dawn reveal unto us that our God, our Shepherd, is infinitely more concerned
about Hiswill for our livesthan we shall ever be! Weareforever quoting Romans 8:28; but scripture
was given, not that we might quoteit, but that we might believeit! According to God’ s purpose, He
called us; He gave us a new nature, not unlike that of His own, that we might have the capacity to
love Him; not through any righteousnessthat isour own; it issolely, Y et not | but Christ! According
to His Divine plan, God has purposed to work His will in us and through us.

“Lord, will you not hide me safely from the presence of mineenemies?’ Weknow the answer to that



one: that Satan is a roaring lion, that we wrestle against principalities and powers; that we are
admonished to ‘stand against the wiles of the devil.” We are encour-aged to stand fast, for “Thou
preparest atable before me; Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over:” and al thisis
to be accomplished ‘in the presence of mineenemies!’ And thisto be donethat the Eternal One may
be glorified!

“Lord, shal | indeed walk through thevalley?’ Yes, | shall: That | may learn to (reverentially) fear
the Lord; not the Evil. That | may know your abiding Presence: that | may experience your Comfort
midst the discomfort of troubles and perplexities.

The pathway of opportunity

“Thy Word isaLamp unto my feet and a Light unto my Path” Psalm 119:105. “When thou goest,
it shall lead thee; [direction] And when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; [ protection] And when thou
wakest it shall talk with thee. [instruction] For the commandment isaLamp: and the law is Light;
and reproofs of instruction are the [Path] way of life” Proverbs 6:22,23.

If onewould find thewill of God, he must find the God of the will. Let him read the oracles of God;
let him meditate upon them; let him saturate himself with them; let him drink deeply of their
refreshment; let him feast upon the Bread of Life!

Many are departing from the old standby, the KJV: “It’s too difficult to understand; give me
something that iseasier to discern!” They seem not able to understand that “the things of the Spirit
of God. . .are spiritually discerned” | Cor. 2:14. “He, the Spirit of Truth. . .will guide you into all
Truth. . .he shall glorify me: for He shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you” John 16: 133,
14.

Noticethat theHoly Spirit will guideyouintoal Truth: Hewill lighten your pathway; Hewill reveal
the Person of Jesus Christ; He is able to make known the desire and purpose of God for your life -
the Will of God!

As one follows the [path] Way he will discover

The gate of opportunity

“Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour”
Acts 3:1. Notice: they were not “forsaking the assembling of themselvestogether!” They doubtless
have busied themselvesin the study of the scripture; they have meditated upon it; they have desired
to ‘know Him.” Now their pathway leads them to the temple; a place for prayer and worship.

“And a certain man lame from his mother’ s womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of them that entered into the temple; Who seeing
Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an ams.” That is, to paraphrase the conversation,
he says: “Do you have any-thing that you can give me to help me in my infirmity?’ The reply of
Peter (again paraphrasing) “No, but | have something to give you to help you OUT of your
infirmity!”



The lesson to be found hereisthis: that we need not go out of our way to ‘find’ the will of God for
our lives! Expect Him to open many “ gates of opportunity” right in the middle of the Pathway! Let
us remember: “The steps of a good man are ordered (kuwn: set in order, established) by the Lord:
and he delighteth in His Way” Psalm 37:23.

On prayer and the will of God

“Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.
. .his sisters sent unto Him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest issick” John 11:1,3.

At first glance one would scarcely presume this to be a prayer at al! Yet thisis one of the most
moving and excellent examples of prayer to befound in all the Bible.

Firstly, Heis addressed as “Lord.” Assuch, His Deity is acknowledged, His authority recognized.
Heis owned as being worthy of worship; their position being one of expressed humility. Secondly,
it is “Lord, behold” In this may we not sense the burden, the care, the heartache of Mary and
Martha? Do they not even now perceive that He is ‘touched with the feeling of our infirmities?
Thirdly, itisnot ‘ Lazarusour brother, issick:’” itisnot that Jesus might work intheir behalf, though
they loved their brother dearly. Fourthly, it is not that the Lord might come even though Lazarus
loved Him! Fifthly, the meansisnot dictated by which the Lord might work; that he might undertake
in Lazarus behalf. The prayer does not prescribe any action that Jesus might be persuaded to take
on the part of the two sisters. The very center of the petition is directed at the Lord Himself: It ishe
whom * Thou lovest.” Thediscerning eye may noticethe order: the adverse circumstancesare placed
at thefarthest point: “he. . .issick.” “Thou lovest” isin between. Regretfully for many believersthe
order isreversed: we put the circumstances between us and God rather than God between ourselves
and the circumstances! The object of prayer is not to be our “Lazarus’; our focus, not upon the
circumstances; but upon Christ. The prayer of Faith: Christ will do what He will do, not because
Mary and Marthalove Lazarus; not even becausethey love Jesus! How often child of God, have you
faltered in your prayer lifein behalf of another, feeling somehow that you must ‘ measure up,’” that
your love for the Lord must excel ere he will hear you? How easily we forget! It is because “ God
solovedtheworld,” that Hegave. They ‘reminded’ theLord: “ Thoulovest.” Theinitiativeisbecome
His, that He might respond according to His love.

Sometimesthen, | need not know thewill of God regarding circumstances; | need only know the God
of thewill; to entrust all into. . .

His Hand
When your life becomes a burden,
Many troubles ‘round you gather;
When you pray to God for guidance,

Midst a storm you cannot weather :



Now it seems His voiceis silent;

Words of comfort lose their splendor;
And attempts to read your Bible,

Meet with thoughts and things that hinder.
Do you see the hand of testing,

Knowing not the course to follow;
Knowing not that God has placed you,

In His hand, into its hollow?

Without knowing of His Purpose,

Can you trust His hand to guide you;
Will you cast yourself upon Him,

Let His Secret Presence hide you?

Look not at what His hand hath wrought,
But rather seek His face;

For there you'll find the heart of God,
And know His Love and Grace.

For there His Mercies are made new,
For you He knows what’ s best;

His heart and hand together work;

In Him you shall find rest.

Finding the will of God - Is there a formula?

It has long been the contention of many, that there is aformula whereby a believer may be assured
that he has ‘found the will of God.” First, if | can find a scripture that will agree with my desires;
second, if 1 can convince myself that | have the ‘witness,’ the ‘approval’ of the Holy Spirit
concerning what | want; third, if all the circumstances' arelining up; if thereisafair breeze blowing
my direction: then that’s the will of God for my life! But God is not a high tech computer system,
complete with keyboard, monitor, hard-drive, software, and laser printer! We do not input
information into Him that He might give us an analysis of the data we require. He is the Source of



All Knowledge and of All Power. If you know someone who presumes to ‘ have God figured out,’
do not take any of hisadvise: heis confused and deceived about other things!

Godisaliving entity; that is, having area existence, being self contained. HeisaPerson. Through
the condescending Christ, He isthe Invisible God made visible. On amore personal level Heisthe
Abiding Lord in whom we are to walk. There is to be a close relationship, a fellowship, and
communion as we walk together. Thereisto be aDivine Loveinitiating from Him and received by
thebeliever; whereby wearetolearntoreturnthat love. AsweloveHimweshall learntotrust Him;
in trusting, we begin to enter into a state of

Submission

It is not just to the will of God, but to the Person of God: and that, not out of necessity, but of a
willing heart. Ephesians chapter five demonstrates this: husband and wife are compared to Christ
and His church. The husband isto be afollower of Christ, in that he assumes responsibility; heis
to initiate love. His wife is to receive that love; in turn, she responds to the love given: sheisto
return the same. As shereceives hislove, shelearnsto trust him. As shelearns of hislove, finding
himworthy of her trust, shewilling, and not of necessity, submitsherself to him. And the same holds
true for the Christian. The Divine Order here is beautiful!

“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the head
of the wife, even as Christ is the Head of the church: and He is the Saviour of the body” Eph.
5:22,23. What isto be our understanding concerning ‘ submission? Isit not the focus of the heart:
our thoughts, our attitude, our innermost desires; fastened on the Lord Jesus as the Object? Further,
may we not say that atrue spirit of submissionwill not be known apart from the denying of Self. This
bears repeating: the greatest obstacle, the great hindrance of my life; that thing which fiercely
opposes my submission to God and my discerning hiswill: Old Self. While it is true that the New
Man, being ‘born of God’ iswillingly submissive to Him; not so, the old flesh. “ But as then he that
was born after the flesh persecuted him that was born after the spirit, even so it isnow” Gal. 4:29.
“This | say then, walk in the spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth
against the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that
ye cannot do the things that ye would” Gal. 5:16,17.

Paul viewsit in hisown life: “For | delight in the law of God after the inward man: but | see another
law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing meinto captivity to the law
of sin which isin my members’ Rom. 7:22,23.

May we understand therefore, that the flesh has no desire to be submissive; that its primary lust is
for sef rule. And thisisfinal argument proposed by the Devil inthe Garden: “. . .your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil” Gen. 3:5. That is, “ Y ou don’t need God or
to bow under Hiswill: you don’t need Him to dictateto you what isright or wrong, good or evil. Just
partake of thefruit; defy God: you will be as gods, having such knowledge and wisdom that you will
be able to decide the issues of life apart from any interference from him!” Asawful asthis sounds,
it isabasic truth about our ‘flesh’. Were he an enemy without, he might be slain; but at best he may
only be weakened and subdued - then only temporarily; for he shall again raise forth in strength to
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fight.
The fight of faith

Thisis perhaps the strangest way in which to fight that we shall ever know. The common manner
in which to engage in battle is to face the enemy in hand to hand combat. It isto use one’ s strength
and skillsin an attempt to subdue and defeat him. Unusual indeed, isthe believer’ swarfare against
himsdlf (that is, his flesh). How shall he mortify the flesh: what is his strategy against such an
opponent? Let usillustrate that which we are attempting to convey by averbal picture: Spirit stands
facing Flesh, who hasjust voiced his opinion of how knowledgeable, how wise, how capable heis.
Why should he submit himself to God: he cares not about the will of God for hislife! In response,
Spirit criesout, “I deny you!” “I deny your thoughts, | deny your attitude, | deny your desiresfor self
gratification. | find you contemptibleand full of pride. | denounceyou!” Having done so, Spirit turns
hisback on Flesh, who has not ceased in his protesting. Spirit approaches the Throne of God. Flesh
will never confesshissinful rebellion against hisrightful Sovereign. But Spirit, though histhoughts,
hisattitude, and hisdesiresareforever anchored inthe Beloved: hewill confessfor him. Understand
that, despite their drastic differences; Spirit and Flesh are as one, occupying the same body. Spirit
followsinthe pathway of Christ: Hewho knowsno sin, yet it would appear, becomes Sininthe stead
of hiscounterpart, Flesh. As such he confesses, “ | have sinned!” Spirit has drawn near in Faith: he
has seen that the Lord is good, he is persuaded by the Word and the Spirit of Truth; therefore does
he embrace the promise of God, and confess Himas Savior and Lord of hislife. (The order of these,
to be found in Hebrews 11:13). Spirit further confesses his lack of wisdom and understanding; that
his struggle with Flesh has made him weak. In submission does he bow before the Lord of Glory,
desiring His Way, His Truth, His Life. He acknowledges his inability to discern rightly; he makes
known his desire for the Lord to be his Sovereign King. He yearns for nothing less than to be a
willing and obedient servant.

Yet not | but Christ

But some will quoteto me Galatians 5:24: “ And they that are Christ’ s have crucified the flesh with
the affections and lusts.” May | ask, are you then without those fleshly affections and lusts? What
isthe sense given; what are we to understand about this scripture? Paul tellsusthat heis“crucified
with Christ.” But wasthisaccomplished literally? In Romans chapter six, Paul speaksto usof being
“baptized into Jesus Christ,” into “His death”. . .of being “buried with him”. . .of being in the
“likeness of Hisresurr-ection.” *Knowing this, that our old maniscrucified with Him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” John 1:9 saysthis: “. . .and the
blood of Christ cleanseth us from all sin.” Are there any so deceived that would claim sinless
perfection, now, in thisbody? Againin Romans 6, “Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

What all the aforementioned verses speak isin alawful, judicial sense: sin and itslusts are lawfully
imputed to Christ and there is no possibility of condemnation or judgment from the throne of God.
Although sin and our ‘old self’ have not ceased to exist, yet judicially they are put away. Therefore
Paul exhorts us, that we also, in our daily lives, be found crucifying self.
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And what is to follow? May we not with confidence, look at Ephesians 3:16-19? “ That He would
grant you, according to the riches of His Glory, to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the
inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by Faith; that ye being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height;
And to know the Love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the
fulness of God.”

No less than seven things are to be seen in this short passage: first, “That He would grant you
[didomi, to give, bring forth, commit, deliver up] according to the riches of His Glory. . .” “Being
confident of thisone thing, that He which hath begun agood work in you, will performit. . . for we
are Hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordai ned that
weshould walk inthem.” Second, to “to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in theinner man.”
Flesh isathorn that causes him pain, that unceasingly endeavors to rob him of Peace; to strip him
of Joy; to disable, to cripple him. Nevertheless, his “strength is made perfect in weakness.” Third,
“that Christ may dwell inyour heartsby Faith.” Wewould do well to meditate upon the 15th chapter
of John, where Jesus admonishes usto “Abidein Me, and | in you. Asthe branch cannot bear fruit
of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye. . .for without Me ye can do nothing.” Fourth,
“that yebeing rooted and grounded inlove.” Thelove of God isindeed rich soil from which one may
spring forthinlife, to be nourished that he may ‘ grow thereby!” Fifth, “may be ableto comprehend”

Only as yet, we “see through a glass darkly;” “but then face to face: now | know in part; but then
shal | know even as | am known” | Cor. 13:12. Sixth, “And to know the love of Christ, which
passeth knowledge.” The deepest of intimacy is here implied, in the gospel of John chapter
seventeen, we find the heartbeat of the Savior as He prays unto His Father: “ That they all may be
one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and | in Thee, that they a'so may be onein us: that the world may
believe that Thou hast sent me.” Seventh, “ that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.”

Special attention should be given to ‘that,” for it links all that has been stated in the context; all of
the former having a part in bringing to pass the fullness of God in the believer.

“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is. And be not drunk with
wine, wherein is excess; but

Be filled with the Spirit

Again, let usview the preceding versesfrom Ephesians 5:17,18 noting the significance: “ Wherefore
be ye not unwise we compare to “And be not drunk with wine.” Paralel the other texts. “But
under standing what the will of the Lord is. . . but befilled with the Spirit.” One who is drunk with
wineis unwise; while he who isfilled with the Spirit should have “understanding what the will of
theLordig!”

An Anchor of the soul

In passing may we contemplate a brief word/picture. Thebeliever may belikened to asailing vessel:
intime past it waswithout direction; it sailed upon dark waters; soon it wasto run aground, to break
apart on the rocks of Sin. But the Heavenly Builder made it aNew Vessdl: it was ‘launched’ from
Above. This newly formed creation will sail under the banner of the Lord Jesus Christ. But the
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believer has some responsibilities. He is to ‘man the rigging' of the Word; to raise the sail; it
‘bringing him about’ to be conformed to his Father, having been born of His Seed. But something
elseis needed: though the sail be in place, the vessal will not begin to move across the waters - not
without thewind. How foolish, thethought of onefilling hislungswith air and blowinginto the sail:
he shall accomplish nothing. Only as the wind fills the sail, as it becomes a hollow, a pocket, a
container of that infinite and invisible power, can the vessel chart its (the Captain’s) course for the
desired destination. Though we are the residence of the Living Christ and have been imputed His
righteousness, yet we can in no wise be empowered by theflesh! If wewould set sail, we must wait
upon the Spirit to quicken and enable: it is He who must fill our sail with Himself, else we shall
never leavetheharbor. The strength of the believer isfound twofold: inthereceiving of Hisbenefits
and the timely quickening and strengthening of them by the Spirit. Asthe Wind of the Spirit blows,
the sail s apprehend, lay hold of, become a container of - the Power of his Presence!

“If any of you lack wisdom, let him

Ask of God
that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him” James 1:5.

What we are taught here is so e ementary, so basic, so straightforward, that none should miss its
intent. Are we not clearly admonished in the gospels: “Ask and it shall be given you; seek and you
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” Matt. 7:7,8.

If I may be permitted to relate a personal note: | had spent some time in trying to determine the
forthcoming order of this article. | am finding that my need concerning thiswriting, isto know the
will of God! Intalkingto God, | confessed to him that | did not know what to do. It wasthen that the
verse cameto mind, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God;” and so | did! What shocked
me, wasthat as| was asking, it suddenly dawned on me that James 1:5 was not for me only, but for
you; that presenting the verse in this article right now was according to his will!

“But let him ask infaith, nothing wavering. For hethat waverethislikeawave of the seadrivenwith
the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord” James
1:6,7.

In John chapter 15 our Lord teaches us that we are to “bear fruit.” However the principle theme (it
isaddressed at least 10 timesin the chapter) isthat of “Abiding.” In verse seven we are given atwo-
fold promise/condition: “1f ye abidein me, and my words abideinyou, ye shall ask what yewill, and
it shall be done unto you.”

Asl pray, am| truly believing God? Am | being honest with Him? Will the answering of my petition
beto Hishonor and glory; or am | “asking amiss’ that | may “consumeit upon my lusts?’ James4:3.
Am I merely looking to get his* approval’ on something that | have already done or have determined
to do, or am | sincerely seeking His guidance in advance of doing anything? If | am to find the will
of God | must needs be ‘ conformed to His Image,” | must ‘ be transformed by the renewing of my
mind,” that | may “prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” Rom. 12:2.
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Yet, not | but Christ liveth in me.
Commit thy works

unto the Lord and thy thoughts shall be established. Proverbs 16:3 Let us quickly refer to the
scriptures, lest any be caught up with preconceived ideas that center themselves around the works
of men’s hands.

“We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, Since we
heard of your Faith in Christ Jesus, and of the Love which ye haveto al saints, For the hope which
islaid up for you in Heaven. . .” Col. 1:4,5.

“We give thanks to God aways for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, Remembering
without ceasing your work of Faith, and labour [work] of Love, and patience of Hopein our Lord
Jesus Chrigt, in the sight of God and our Father” | Thess. 1:2,3.

The Holy Spirit here focuses, not on the outward manifestation of works, but rather upon ‘ heart-
work.” A well known song in bygone yearsis based upon | Corinthians 13:13: “And now abideth
Faith, Hope, Charity, these three.”

Looking again at Romans 12: we areto “ present our bodies aliving sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God.” This necessitates the denying of self, of repentance: a turning about, unto God. Verse two
revealsthat we may prove[discern] what isthat good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God; and
that, by the renewing of our minds. In so doing we submit to the Holy Spirit, that He may work the
work of transformationinusby the Truth, revealing to our heartsthe Person of the L ord Jesus Christ.

If our desireto find thewill of God is merely on an occasional basis; just at thosetimeswhenweare
desperate and our own attempts have failed, then are we grossly missing Biblical instruction. The
throne of God isfar morethan a Spiritual Emergency Room to which we may gain access by calling
911! Not that God will abstain from the delivery of His Own - but this, we have purposely reserved
to be addressed at the conclusion of this series of articles.

Cross-sighted, near-sighted, far-sighted

“Commit thy works unto the Lord.” “We give thanks. . .praying aways for you, since we heard of
your Faith in Christ Jesus, and of the Love which ye have to all saints, For the Hope whichislaid
up for you in heaven. . .” Paul commends the church at Colosse for their spiritual vision: they are
‘Cross-sighted’ in that their faith isin Christ; they are ‘ near-sighted,” in that they have love for the
saints, they are‘far-sighted’ in that their Hopeisin the Heavenlies! To the Thessalonian church the
greeting is amost word for word as that which was addressed to the Colossians. however he goes
astep further, referring to their work of Faith, their labour of Love, their patience of Hope. (Shall
not all agree that any desire to attain patience entails work?)

The work of faith

We oftentimes reference Hebrews chapter eleven, verse thirteen; the order being given thusly:
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seeing, being persuaded, embracing, confessing. In salvation: “For by grace are ye saved through
Faith. . .not of yourselves. . .not of works’ Eph. 2:8,9. Faith may be said to show forth action and
reaction: the Holy Spirit actsin the quickening of our spirit, in revealing to us our sinful, depraved
condition; in making known a Savior/Redeemer to rescue us out of our plight. In seeing, we are
persuaded, we believe that which has been made known unto us. The Reaction: we desire, we
willingly embrace the Lord Jesus; we confess Him to be Lord of al! In Acts chapter nine we are
given an account of the conversion of Saul, the persecutor of the saints. He was *blinded’ by the
Light, yet he*saw.” Hiscry: “Who art thou, Lord?” Hereceived witnessfrom Christ Himself: “1 AM
Jesus whom thou persecutest.” Hisreaction: “ Lord, what wilt Thou have meto do?” In addressing
Christ as Lord, His Deity being acknowledged and His authority recognized, Heis owned as being
worthy of worship; Saul’ s position being one of expressed humility. Thisbeing realized, he submits
himself as awilling and obedient servant: “Lord, what wilt Thou have meto do?’ Yes, we're still
talking about seeking the will of God!

Not only do we embrace a Saving Faith, but likewise aLiving Faith: “Thejust shall live by Faith.”
Hab. 2:4, Rom. 1:7, Gal. 3:11, Heb. 10:38. “By faith the just shall LIVE!”

Spiritual things by spiritual means.

The study of scripture is a Spiritual Matter, and should be accomplished by Spiritual Means.
Remember, “Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Forgivenessisa Spiritual
Matter, and can only berightly accomplished by Spiritual M eans: whether it be our confession unto
God for forgiveness; it isto be donein Faith, a Spiritual Matter. If it be forgivenessto an offending
brother; that too, is a Spiritual Matter, and cannot be realized without the working of the Spirit in
our hearts by Faith. Prayer isa Spiritual Matter and can only be effectua by Spiritual Means, most
assuredly requiring Faith. Worshipisindeed a Spiritual Matter. How on earth can | worshiptheLord
God of heaven, apart from the working of Faith? Understand, we being born of God, aresinnerswho
through the imputed righteousness of Christ, areto live, areto walk, by Faith.

The work of love.

Againwelook at Hebrews 11:13: Onewho seesand is persuaded is said to embrace and confess. If
our Lord Jesus is the object of our Faith, then isit not He whom we embrace? Is it not reasonable
to say then, that in embracing and confessing Him we display and lend evidence of Love? Further,
the embracing and confessing is done in strict accordance with the desire and will of the believer in
the act of Faith! And what greater source of motivation can befound: what example more excellent
than that of the Father giving His Son; the Son giving Himself to the Father in loving submission,
even to the death of the Cross? Any who might stop to meditate upon this will surely comprehend
the interweaving together of Faith and Love. We exhort the reader to ‘think on these things,” but
shall meanwhile continue on to

The work of hope

Whilethereisno lack of meaning communicated to Faith, yet ‘Hope' seemsto allude definition. Of
thethree, Faith, Hope, and Love, it isproneto receivealesser degree of consideration. Nevertheless
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we are constrained to search and compare the scriptures that we might gain at |east some degree of
discernment.

“Remember the Word unto thy servant, upon which Thou hast caused me to hope. This is my
comfort in my affliction: for Thy Word hath quickened me” Psalm 119:49,50. Noticethat thisverse
beginswith ‘theWord' and endswith * Thy Word.” We are shown three things: that Thy Word hath
guickened me; that the Word is my comfort in my affliction; that the Word imparted from the Lord
hast caused me to Hope!

“My soul fainteth for Thy salvation: but | hopein Thy Word.” Psalm 119:81. “Thou art my hiding
place and my shield: | hopein Thy Word” Psalm 119:114. From these versesit is evident that the
foundation upon which Hope is built is nothing less than the pure Word of God!

“1 wait for the Lord, my soul doth wait, and in His Word do | hope’ Psalm 130:5. From this verse
it appears that the Word is not only the foundation of Hope, but aso its object! But this should be
of no surprise, for Christ who is the Word is to be our only foundation and the object of our
affections! There' smore: as one has his Hope established in the Word, he waits for the Lord. That
is, when hisheart isfirmly fixed upon the Word asits object and foundation, hewill learn Patience!
If | pray, “Lord, help meto be patient;” may He not reply, “hide My Word in your heart; allow it to
be the strength of your Hope, and you shall learn patience.”

Though we might attempt to summarize what is made known in these scriptures; Paul has quite
nicely doneit for us! “For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning,
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope” Rom. 15:4. Selah!

May weoffer abrief comparison of Faith and Hope: “ Faithisthe substance of thingshopedfor.” The
fiber of each issointerwoven with the other that they may not be easily separated. Both may be said
to havea‘firm foundation,” yet for Faith, the substance, the evidence, of things not seen. If thereis
one major difference between the two, it is the uniqueness of Hope; in that we may enter into the
written Word as oft as we desire; that we may find comfort; that we may be strengthened by the
Truth; that we may be refreshed; that we may drink of the Fountain; that we may eat of the Bread
of Life. If | find myself discouraged by the struggles of life and by my own personal inadequacies,
may | not meditate upon the excellencies of my Savior; may | not glory in His promises; may | not
read of His soon return with expectation - the glorious ‘Hope' of His appearing!

Defining commitment

| realize that this series of articles has become rather lengthy; however | cannot conclude current
thoughts without a few further observations. We shall attempt to define Bible commitment. If you
recall, our dear brother Simon Peter, ‘ made acommitment’ to the Lord. | have borrowed a segment
from an earlier article: “The Test of Love.” For afuller understanding of which we now write, you
may want to read it. Let us observe the dial ogue between the Lord Jesus and Simon Peter:

“Lord, whither goest Thou?”’

“Whither | go, thou canst not follow me now”
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“Lord, why cannot | follow Thee now?’

“Lord, | am ready to go with Thee, both into prison, and to
death.”

“Thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me.”

“All ye shall be offended because of me this night:”
“Although all shall be offended, yet will not I”

“Thou shalt deny Me thrice”

“1 will not deny Theein any wise.

“Lord | am ready to go with Thee” . . .but he wasn't.
“Although al be offended, yet will not I” . . .but he was.
“1 will not deny Theein any wise” . . .but he did.

We have before us the ‘commitment’ of Simon Peter to the Lord: | will. . .I will not. . . I will not!
His‘commitment’ was according to theflesh. It isnot that he did not mean well; it isnot that hedid
not love the Lord. He did not discern what was happening: in his zeal, he was attempting to ‘ do the
will of God,” yet in so doing, he became disobedient to the Lord. Many, even as Peter, approach the
Lord declaring their “1 wills” and “1 won'ts,” “though all forsake you, yet | will remain faithful:”
“Lord, | promiseto do better in...” and they beginto list the areas. Ought we not rather fall before
His feet, thereby confessing our inability to work any work apart from His presence and
empowering?

Theteaching of scriptureisclear: In Job chapter five and verse eight we are encouraged to * commit
our cause.’” In Psalm chapter thirty-seven and verse five we are urged to ‘ commit our ways.” In our
current text we are admonished to ‘commit our works.” For further clarification, let us define
“commit.” It is“entrusting or resting; putting to rest; rolling over, that is, from my shoulder to His
shoulder; it is putting al into His hands for safe-keeping; it is my relinquishing ownership and
declaring Him owner; it is an attitude of willing submission.”

Just do my best?

It iscommonly presumed that “ God just wants me to do my best; that’s all He expects of me!” But
Romans 12:1 does not say, ‘ Just do your best’ and that will be holy and acceptable unto God: that
isyour reasonable service! | dare not determine to merely ‘do my best,” for in so doing | fear that |
may be found leaning heavily upon the arm of the flesh: it is by the operation of the Spirit
manifesting Christ in the believer that any work of righteousnessiswrought. Let usthen choose His
Best working in us, and not our own ‘best’.

Now that the foundation is laid, the summation need not be lengthy. We have discussed the heart-
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work of Faith, Hope, and Love. Faithis seeing, being persuaded, embracing, and confessing. Hope
is founded upon the revealed Word of God, from which we may glean knowledge, understanding,
wisdom, and patience. Love originates with God: as one receives His love heisto returnit: love
promotes trust: as one finds Him trustworthy, he should become willing to be submissive and

In agreement with God
“Commit thy works unto the Lord and thy thoughts shall be established.” Proverbs 16:3.

Therearethree areasthat | should likefor usto contemplate concerning ourselves: our thoughts, our
attitude, and our desires, our will. May we not reason that the direction of our thoughts greatly
determineour attitude; that thoughts and attitude chart the coursefor our desiresin theformation and
molding of our wills? Doesnot our present text inform usthat if we commit our worksunto the Lord
that our thoughtswill be established? (kuwn to erect, stand perpendicular, appoint, confirm, direct,
fashion, befitted, befixed, ordained, maderight, stable.) If then, Faith, Hope, and Love areworking
in my heart; these shall direct, they shall protect, they shall garrison, they shall hedge about my
thoughts. My attitude will be befitting the things of God; my desireswill be shaped and molded. As
we are created in HisImage, shall not our minds be ‘renewed;’ isit not the purpose of God that our
thoughts, our attitude, our desires be conformed to Hisown? If these thingsbetruein our lives, then
our thoughts and the desire of our hearts ought to be in agreement with the will of God.

| do not know at this point, how to get us any closer to ‘finding the will of God.” We may only make
afew feeble attempts to awaken, to probe our minds unto an awareness of His constant Presence.
It is for the individua believer to continue where we leave off: to seek the God of the will, to
meditate upon the excellencies of His Person; to draw near to Him in Faith, in Love, in Hope.

On Defining the Will of God

The secret things bel ong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are revealed belong unto us
and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of thislaw” Deut. 29:29.

Isthere one who would dare presume that God is anything less than Sovereign; that He is anything
other than in total control? How ludicrous if any should think that He who sits in the Heavenlies
might find Himself unable to carry forth any aspect of Hiswill: that He should find it necessary to
gotoa‘Plan BV

We areto understand that the will of God is singular; that there does not exist His Perfect will, yet
another will that issomething short of Perfection! If we speak of the permissivewill of God, if there
be there a distinction made; in the final analysis there is no difference. God will never ‘permit’
anything that is contrary to or conflicts with His Eternal Purpose. That Eternal Purpose was
determined before the foundation of the world; it is from within the Counsel of the Godhead; it is
not subject to any variation nor change from any “outside’ being, be it devil or man. As He is
Absolute in His Omnipotence, Omnipresence, and Omniscience, there exists no possibility of error:
Hiswill (and His Word) are forever settled in heaven!

“Do not err, my beloved brethren. Every good gift and every perfect gift isfrom above, and cometh
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down from the Father of Lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. Of his
Own Will begat He us with the Word of Truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His
creatures’ James 1:15-18.

The conjectureof a‘permissivewill’ must needs address some other than Himself; and it does. Man
isthe object in focus; it is hiswill that is brought into question. Shall we then say that man may
under any circumstances have the ‘permission’ of God to do anything that is less than Holy and
Righteous and Perfect? Shall He in any wise condone sin? God forbid!

A Sovereign God

In Colossians chapter one we find these words: “For by Him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: al things were created by Him and for Him: And He is before all things,
and by Him al things consist. And Heisthe head of the body, the church: who isthe beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things He might have the preeminence.”

Heis Commander-in-chief: “ And the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of
theincrease of His government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even
forever” Isa. 9:6,7.

In al of His creation and most especially fallen man, God in Christ is Law and Order: Judge and
Jury; Heisthegovernment! But in all thisthere are not to be found substantial groundsfor assuming
the existence of a“permissive” will of God.

The Sovereignty of God and the will of man

What does exist isthis: that man has been deemed a*free moral agent:’ ‘free,” in that he has awill
to ‘choose.” The will of God and the will of man are like two parallel train tracks: the Eternal
Purpose of Godin el ection remainsconsi stent andintact, yet with-out infringing on or asserting force
against thewill of man. Heisheld responsiblefor hisown choices; the Eternal Sovereign will judge
him with righteous judgment, yet without violating his will.

The word ‘moral’ places responsibility upon man. In his fallen state he “knoweth to do good and
doeth it not. . .is sin” James 4:17. The word ‘agent’ has to do with the ‘acting out’ of his will.
Though Eve was beguiled by the Serpent, yet it was her choice, her will to reach out for the
forbidden. Her hand was the instrument, the ‘agent’ that acted in behalf of her will.

Actualy the ‘defining of the will of God’ is well presented in our text: First, “ The secret things’
belong unto the Lord our God.” Second, “ Those thingswhich arereveal ed bel ong unto usand to our
children forever.” Third, “ That we may do all the Words of thislaw.”

There are secret things, that Eternal Purpose of God which isfor Him only. “. .Blessed be the name
of God for ever and ever: for wisdom and might areHis: And He changeth the times and the seasons:
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He removeth kings, and setteth up kings. He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them
that know understanding: He reveal eth the deep and secret things: He knoweth what isin darkness,
and the light dwelleth in Him” Dan. 2:20-22.

“Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did Hein Heaven, and in earth, and in seas, and al deep places’
Psalm 135:6.

| AM God, and thereisnone else
“There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel against the Lord” Pro. 21:30.

“Remember the former things of old: for | AM God, and thereisnoneelse; | AM God, and thereis
none like me, Declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not
yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, and | WILL do all my pleasure:” Isaiah 46:9-10.

“Canst thou by searching find out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection? It isas
high as Heaven; what canst thou do? Deeper than Hell; what canst thou know? The measure thereof
islonger than the earth, and broader than the sea. If He cut off, and shut up, or gather together, then
who can hinder Him?” Job 11:7-10.

“But Heisin onemind, and who can turn Him? and what His soul desireth, even that He doeth” Job
23:13.

The Gospel of Jesus Christ

There are things that were hidden, that were secret; but God has chosen to reveal to us that which
we arein need of knowing: therefore has He given us His Word! “Now to Him that is of power to
stablish you according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began, But is now made manifest, and by the
scriptures of the prophets, according to the commandment of the Everlasting God, made known to
all nations for the obedience of faith:” Rom.16:25-27.

“If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that
by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (as| wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when
ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not
made known unto the sons of men, asit is now revealed unto His holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of His promise
in Christ by the gospel:” Eph. 3:2-6. (Read also Eph. 1:3,4,5,9,10,11)

“Receiving the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls. Of which salvation the prophets
have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
Searching what, or what manner of timethe Spirit of Christ which wasin them did signify, when it
testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. Unto whom it was not
revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto usthey did minister the things, which are now reported
unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from
Heaven; which things the angels desire to took into” | Peter 1:9-12.
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“ All thesethings spake Jesus unto the multitudein parabl es; and without aparabl e spake He not unto
them: That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, | will open my mouth in
parables; | will utter things which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world” Maitt.
13:34-35. (See Ezek. 20:49)

The purpose for His revealing His Word: “That we may do all the Words of thislaw.”
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul:

The testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple.

The statutes of the Lord areright, rgoicing the heart:

The commandment of the Lord is pure enlightening the eyes.
The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for ever:

The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold:
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

Moreover by them is thy servant warned:

And in keeping of them thereis great reward”

Psalm 19:7-11.

Adam and the will of God

“And the Lord God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it”
Gen. 2:16. The law of sin and death, the first commandment: “And the Lord God commanded the
man, saying, of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: BUT - of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die”
Gen. 2:17.

The Lord God, according to His authority as Sovereign Creator and according the good pleasure of
Hiswill, took the man and put him into the garden. At this point thereis no indication asto the man
being offered or needing to make a ‘choice;” of his having become a ‘free moral agent.” Now the
“law,” the*command” of God is made known; the revealed will of God. Now is man faced with a
choice: what he does hereafter must be a matter of the will.

“And the Lord God commanded the man, saying. Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat:” Though he dress and keep the garden, he shall be partaker of the fruit of its bounty. Further,
“thou mayest freely;” the‘command’ of God isthe Law of Liberty! Shall he not reap great benefit
from this*gift of God? Shall he not see the face of God as they walk together in the garden in the
cool of the day? May he not hear a“well done,” “I AM well pleased, my beloved son?’ Shall his
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reward not be Peace and Joy: hisinheritance, Everlasting Life? But if he doest not well. . .?

Behold how merciful, the Lord God: after Cain would offer theworks of thefleshinrebellionto the
revealed will of God. “ Sin lieth at the door.” If he choose to turn his face from his Sovereign, then
does Sin wait to pounce upon him; to take him captive; to be his cruel taskmaster: the wages to be
paid him, his ultimate reward: Death.

The error of the elders

Let us look in on a multitude gathered for the Sermon on the Mount, where Jesus is currently
expounding the matter of the law.

To thoseto whom Heisnow addressing He says: “Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father which isin heaven” Matt. 5:16. In contrast to this do
we find him debating with the Pharisees. “I AM the Light of the world: he that followeth Me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have thelight of life” John 8:12. Againin verses4l1 and 44: “Yedo
the ‘deeds’ of your ‘father’: Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.”
Notice then: thosewho ‘ havethelight of life' are those who follow Jesus; while those who will not
follow are those who ‘walk in darkness.” Those who own God as Father may bear good fruit unto
his glory; while those in allegiance with Satan will do no other than the wicked ‘deeds of their
father.’

See how our Lord systematically lays the foundation for His discourse on the law: “Think not that
| AM come to destroy the law, or the prophets: | AM not come to destroy, but to fulfil” Matt. 5:17.
in verse 21 He gives warning: “Except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven.” From this are they to
understand that Jesus is declaring that the ‘ righteousness’ of the scribes and Phariseesis not asthe
Righteousness of God; that they would “in no case enter into the kingdom of God.” Further, that
such teaching as had been forced upon them by those ‘religious leaders’ was in error.

Heimmediately continues: “ Y ehave heard that it was said by them of old time. . . but | say unto you.
.. We shall not occupy much space here quoting the remainder of chapter five. | strongly urge you
to lay your Bible open; that you might readily see what Jesus had in mind as he spoke to the
multitude. He is not contradicting Himself; neither is he presenting the law issued from Sinai as
faulty or imperfect; nor is He attempting to set forth a higher standard of moral conduct than found
inthelaw. The ‘keeping’ of the law so proudly claimed by the religious teachers was no more than
aritual. It was no less than an outward show, and not of the heart. While they pretended to obey the
law that was given to govern man; yet did they grievously missthe mark: the “two commandments’
on which “hang al the law and the prophets.”

“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.”
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” Matt. 5:40,37,39. Well deserved was the parable directed
a the religious elite of that day: it is they who ‘build their house upon the sand; without a
foundation!”’

“Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time. . .“ Not what the law said; what ‘they’ said.
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Jesus, far fromrefuting thelaw, isopposing theerroneous conclusionsdrawn by those Jewish el ders!

“Yehave heard that it hath been said, An eyefor an eye, and atooth for atooth: But | say unto you,
That yeresist not evil: but whosoever shall smitethee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also”
Matt. 5:38,39.

“Andthineeyeshall not pity; but lifeshall gofor life, eyefor eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot” Deut. 19:21. The elders did as many do today; they took the scripture out of context. In so
doing they ‘justified’ themselves: in teaching that a man might rightly take the law ‘into his own
hands;” that he might inflict vengeance upon any who had wronged him. But thelaw isclear: “ Thou
shalt not hatethy brother in thine heart: thou shalt not in any wiserebukethy neighbor, and not suffer
sin upon him. Thou shalt not avenge nor bear any grudge against the children of thy people, but thou
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: | AM the Lord” Lev. 19:17,18.

“Eyefor eye, tooth for tooth.” The verses preceding reveal the truth. When there was a matter or a
controversy: those involved “shall stand before the Lord, before priests and the judges which shall
bein those days. And the judges shall make diligent inquisition.” It was a statute whereby the duly
appointed magistrates were to lawfully and judicially render retribution. In so doing “so shalt thou
put the evil away from you.”

The key being in the door, a careful study by the reader of

Matthew five should unlock much understanding concerning our Lord’ s discourse.

Thelaw of life and liberty

What if man had never sinned? Then the law of Liberty; to love the Lord and one ancther, would
have sufficed. Of what purpose would those ‘thou shalt nots' have been? But because man did
transgress the law; in that he abused the liberty: “thou mayest

freely,” he ceased to be the servant of God: “Y e cannot serve God and mammon.” He became the
“servant of sin;” subject to the “law of sin and death.” (for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou
shalt surely die.) Therefore did God institute laws to govern man.

“For the law of the spirit of lifein Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending His own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: That the righteousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit” Romans 8:2-5.

The Law

Of Lifeand Liberty Of Sin and Death

“Thou mayest freely” “Thou shalt not”

Righteousness and Life Sin and Death
Communion with God Eterna Separation from God
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Rewards given Reaping of sin
Heaven Hell

The Law
Of the Spirit of Lifein Christ Jesus
has made me free from the law of sin and death.

“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law [of sin and death] but under
grace” Rom. 6:14. Now arewe at liberty to fulfill the great commandment of God: to “lovethe Lord
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind;” to “love one another” as
Christ has loved us.

“The secret things belong unto the Lord our God: but those things which are reveal ed belong unto
us and to our children forever, that we may do al the words of thislaw.”

The reveal -ation of the Word

Therevealed Word of God was given one step at atime. Obviously God did not inform Adam that
the presence of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was there to test him, to prove him.

Did he “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with al thy mind?’
Neither did He tell him that he was going to fall, to sin; that God had predetermined to provide a
Sacrifice, a Lamb, His Son, in the likeness of man, to redeem him, to reconcile him to Himself.
Surely, to have done so would have been unreasonable. Likewise, if God had given the “ten
commandments” to Adam - “ honor thy father and thy mother?” “thou shalt not kill?” “thou shalt not
commit adultery?’ “thou shalt not steal”” “Neither shalt thou bear false withess against thy
neighbor?’” And what would Adam have done with the books of Leviticus and Deuteronomy? The
secret things of God remain secret until the appointed time for their revelation; and rightly so!

Think on this: Adam was not held responsible for the secret will and Eternal Purpose of God: only
those things that were revealed. The hyper-Calvinist argues that, in knowing al things are
predestinated by the Lord God; thereistherefore no usein doing anything. Thus he attemptsto make
void the responsibility of man before a righteous God.

Suppose one Christian school is set to engage another in atournament on afield or court: one team
member approaches the coach. “Hey, Coach! | wasjust praying before gametime and the Lord has
told me that we' re going to win!” The whistle blows; every oneis out on the field or floor - except
thisonefellow. The coach cals. “Get out here!” Thereply: “There sno need - God aready told me
that we are going to win!” How senseless! If they indeed shall win, it will not be without the
participation of the players!

Soitiswith us: God has revealed Hiswill through the 66 books of the Bible: not that we might sit
on the sideline, but that we “may do all the Words of thislaw!” So why do many persist in prying
into the Eternal Purpose of God, which is His business! Has He not been more than gracious in
manifesting His will through the multitude of scripture?
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The repentance of God

Though God'’ slaws of governing be established and man isresponsible to observe them, though the
holiness of God will up-hold and not refrain from right judgment, yet ought we to be most thankful:
that in His Courtroom there may be found Mercy!

Jonah waswell aware of thiswhen hewas called to pronounce God’ sjudgment upon Ninevah. After
his three day ‘submarine voyage he entered the city proclaiming its doom. “So the people of
Ninevah believed God, and proclaimed afast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them even
to theleast of them.” Even the king humbled himself before God, urging them to “cry mightily unto
God; yea, et them turn every one from hisevil way.” Hisreasoning: “Who can tell if God will turn
and repent, and turn away from Hisfierce anger, that we perish not? And God saw their works, that
they turned fromtheir evil way; and God repented of theevil that He had said that He would do unto
them; and Hedid it not.” Jonah, inanger ‘prayed’ to God. | just knew thiswould happen! “for | knew
that Thou art agracious God, and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repentest Thee
of the evil.”

In Jeremiah 18 our Lord plainly makes known Hisgoverning of the affairs of men: “ At what instant
| shall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to
destroy it; If that nation, against whom | have pronounced, turn from their evil, | will repent of the
evil that | thought to do unto them. And at what instant | shall speak concerning a nation, and
concerning a kingdom, to build and to plant it; If it do evil in My sight, that it obey not My voice,
then will | repent of the good, wherewith | said | would benefit them.” Notice that He is said to
repent of the evil, to repent of the good. The eternal decrees of God remain unaffected. The
repentance of God is again, governmental: when men alter their conduct and the attitude of their
heart toward Him, then He likewise changes the manner in which He deals with men.

The Kingdom of God and the coming Millennium.

“And it shall cometo passin thelast days, that the mountain [kingdom] of the Lord’ s house shall
be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall go and say, come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us His ways, and we will walk in His
paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem” Isa. 2:2,3.
(That the New Jerusalem isintimated hereisfurther confirmed by Revelation chapter 21.) Verse 24
declares “ And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the Light of it:”)

When the Will of God Finds You

The way of direction.

“They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in. Hungry and
thirsty, their soul fainted in them. Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered
them out of their distresses. And he led them forth by the Right Way, that they might go to a City
of Habitation.” “For he satisfieth thelonging soul, and filleth the hungry soul with goodness’ Psalm
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107:4-7,9.

They wandered. . .He led them. They wandered in the wilderness. . .He led them forth. They
wandered in asolitary way. . .He led them forth by the Right Way. They found no city to dwell in.
. .Heled them, that they might go to a City of Habitation. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in
them. . .He satisfieth [thirst] the longing soul. He filleth [hunger] the hungry soul - with His
Goodness! Thenthey cried. . .Hedelivered! They cried in their trouble. . .He delivered them out of
their distresses!

The Lord is my Shepherd; | shall not want. Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted within them.

He maketh meto lie down in green pastures. Heleadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my
soul. He leadeth me in the paths of Righteousness. And He led them forth by the Right Way.

They found no city to dwell in . .. and | shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

The way of salvation.

And who are these wilderness wanderers; faint, hungry, thirsty, with no dwelling place, who have
been Divinely delivered? They are: “ Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound
in affliction and iron; Because - they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel
of theMost High: Therefore- he brought down their heart with labour; they fell down, and therewas
none to help. Then - they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He Saved them out of their
distresses. He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in
sunder” Psalm 107:10-14.

John 3:19-20 further instructs us on these who sit in darkness: “that Light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather than Light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth
evil hateth the Light, neither cometh to the Light, lest his deeds should be reproved.”

So they rebel; they contemn, na’ ats scorn, abhor, despise, provoke, the Words of God, the Counsel
of the Most High. But they who presume to exault themsel ves against God shall be brought down;
they shall fall. But we who know the Lord were not cast down in judgment; our fall is not without
cure. “Hebrought down their heart with labour.” The goodness of God |eadeth thee to repentance”

Rom. 2:4. God not only loves but He labors to ‘bring down’ our hearts; that we who fell into sin
might fall before Him in repentance and faith, owning neither ourselves or any other to be ableto
help us. It isin this Light that we cry unto the Lord. So impotent are we that He must bring us out
of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake the bands in sunder.

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. . .He brought them out of darkness and the
shadow of death. Being bound in affliction and iron. . .brake their bands in sunder.

Now may wecry: “Y ea, though | wak through the valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil;
for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me.” Take courage, child of God! Y ou are
not sitting, you arewalking; thewalk isnot in darkness, but in Light. Understand, that the Lord will
take you back through the valley of the shadow of death from which He delivered you: to show you
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that He is with you, that you need not fear the evil; that His strength and protection are Grace
Sufficient to comfort you.

The way of comfort.

“They that go down to the seain ships, that do businessin great waters. These see the works of the
Lord, and hiswondersin the deep. For He commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which lifteth
up the waves thereof. They mount up to the heaven, they go down again to the depths: their soul is
melted because of trouble. They reel to and fro, and stagger like a drunken man, and are at their
wit's end. Then - they cry - unto the Lord in their trouble, and He bringeth them out of their
distresses. He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still. Then - are they glad
because they be quiet; so He bringeth them to their desired haven” Psalm 107:23-30.

“Whoso iswise, and will observe thesethings, even they shall under stand the lovingkindness of the
Lord” Psalm 107:43.

Inanutshell, our Lord purposesHiswork in our livesto take away Fleshly Comfort in order to bring
ustothat placewherewearewilling, even desperate, to embrace True Comfort, and that being found
in God through Christ. Let’ sfaceit. Our old self, the man of the flesh desires the easy way out. He
would bea‘comfortable’ Christian. Thisearthly environment ishis‘ natural habitat’ and he desires
whatever happiness and pleasurethat he can securefromitsstrongholds. But one of theworks of the
Spirit isto seethat we never feel at homein thisworld; that no true joy or satisfaction will abidein
the believer apart from that which is made known in Christ.

When we are brought to the end of ourselves by the Holy Spirit; when it seems that “all hope that
we should be saved was then taken away” Acts 27:20, then may we “be of good cheer” for there
stands by usin the night, the Angel of God, whose we are, and whom we serve, saying, fear not!

It is not uncommon for one who has come under heavy conviction and has been brought to realize
hissinful condition and just condemnation, to cry out, “Would God saveasinner suchasl am?’ This
may not be acry of unbelief aswe might think. Isit not thework of the Spirit to bring him to theend
of himself? And just at that time that he thinks himself to be void of any hope, the Light of the Word
illuminateshissoul revealing Divine Graceand hewillingly receives, embraces, and confesses Christ
asLord and Savior!

May we not expect the L ord to so engage His church in much the samemanner asHedid with Isragl ?
Shall He not “lead us into the wilderness,” a place barren and void of all comforts? In Hosea 2:14
we are told, “Therefore, behold, | will alure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak
comfortably unto her.” May we be reminded that our Lord did not say, | will send One who will
make you comfortable, but One who will be aComforter: in the wilderness, in the storm, when we
are without strength. Notice again our text in Psalm 107. “Their soul is melted because of trouble.
They redl to and fro, and stagger like adrunk man, and are at their wit’send. Y esindeed! The Lord
will direct our paths: that we becomeimpotent, without strength, melted. That human direction and
reasoning are useless and in vain; that we are at wit’'s end!

“Then - they cried unto the Lord in their trouble and he bringeth them out of their distresses.”
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Understand that God may put a need in your life, that you may cry unto Him because of the need,
that He may meet that need.

“Whosoever iswise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness
of the Lord” Psalm 107:43.

“For the Lord isasun and shield: the Lord will give grace and glory: no good thing will hewithhold
from them that walk uprightly. O Lord of hosts, blessed is the man that trusteth in thee” Psalm
84:11-12.

Knowing the Word of God; knowing the God of the Word

In attempting to bring this study to aconclusion, may we consider afew final thoughts. Let us seek
not only to know the Word of God and thewill of God, but most importantly to know the God of the
Word! Never, never, loose sight of the Person of the Lord Jesus! Seek diligently until you see His
Face! Commune with Him! Forever etched into my soul isthe cry of adear preacher/Brother: “He
can be known! He can be known!” Will you believewith methat it’ strue? My dear friend, let us not
be satisfied with areligious ritual: nothing less than the Living Christ, our Lord, our Savior, will
suffice!

One should enter the presence of God in the spirit of worship. Then why not with the attitude of
worship and adoration when we open His Word? “ Thou hast the words of eternal Life!”

You areasoldier on aforeign field. The Bibleis aletter from Home! It extends support to you: are
you not the object of love? There are prayers of intercession in your behaf; the Father sends His
love,; thereare preparationsfor your homecoming: becareful ; keep your armor about you, theenemy
is ever a hand. No letter is complete without the writer saying, “I long to see you” and “stay in
touch. . .”

Meditatein the scripture; for there you will find the God of the Word. Study carefully, diligently, to
confirm as accurate or no, what you may have been told asto the interpretation of any scripture. The
prophets of old were moved by the Holy Spirit to write of things to come. They did not make
“predictions;” what they wrote is solid rock Truth, given from the mouth of God.

Allow your faith to be established with the scripture as its foundation; not the expressed opinion of
any man, regardless of how highly you may regard him.

We must go forth into study as pioneers, using the mentality that God has given us to search out, to
discover the Divine Preceptsto befoundinthescriptures. Dependence must needsreturn tothe Holy
Spirit: allow Him to lead you into “al Truth.”

If the study of scripture seems dry as dust, dare to go exploring with the Spirit as your
fellow/companion; He will lead you to many springs of water! We must learn to study: the Holy
Spirit will teach us, He will be guide and director, principal, counselor, tutor.

On studying the Bible:
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Read it, Research it, Reason it,
Rehearseit, Review it, Reverence
it, Rely upon it, Respond to it,
Reoiceinit, be Refreshed init,

Reach others with its Report.
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